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FROM THE

BOARDROOM

... the very latest on the Club’s flotation ... and
a dramatic development concerning the
Abbeydale Training Ground plans ...

With regard to the flotation,
things have progressed very
well - the Chairman and the
Board are working very hard
to progress the proposal to a
successful conclusion and it
is proposed that within the
course of the next few days
the Club’s annual accounts
will be completed and
dispatched to our
shareholders. The date for the
AGM will be set at
the earliest
opportunity.

We have had
contact from many
people expressing
their interest in
acquinng shares and
once a prospectus
has been produced
we will ensure that
this is made
available to
supporters of
Sheffield United.

This prospectus
will provide you with
details of the
shares, their price,
and the quantity that may be
purchased, along with an insight
into the nature of the
businesses of the enlarged
Company.

You are always advised to
take independent advice and
there are many local people
qualified to provide this service.
These pages, along with local
and national press, will continue
to carry information up to the
point of flotation.

ABBEYDALE ... you will be
aware that our bid for National
Lottery funding towards the
proposed development of
facilities at Abbeydale Grange
School was turned down, and
also that we re-submitted it.

That has now been withdrawn in
the light of recent discussions
between Chairman, Mike
McDonald, the leaders of the
Sheffield City Council, and loca
MP’s such as Richard Caborn.
The reason? Sheffield's plan
to bid for the National Academy
of Sport which Abbeydale, the
Council and the City's
professional clubs. including
ourselves and Sheffield
Wednesday, agree is
a good and worthy

“We wish to  one.
support the
City’s bid
which will
include
Abbeydale as
one of three
centres for
soccer
excellence in
the city”

It is true that in
recent months there
has been
considerable
harmony and good
will between United
and the City Council,
certainly more so
than in previous
regimes, and each
side has tried to
appreciate the
others efforts in
matters pertaining
to development.

We, therefore,
wish 1o support the City's bid
which will include Abbeydale as
one of three centres for soccer
excellence in the city (the
others being at Sheffield
Wednesday's proposed new
training ground and at Don
Valley itself).

AS a result, our bid will be re-
drafted but will emphasise the
link between the two
proposals, thus strengthening
the case for both.
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The first real taste of winter should record here the

brought a lot of disruption last thanks and admiration of
week and we had a wasted us all at Sheffield United
journey and an overnight stay for the loyaity and fortitude
for the Crystal Palace fixture they showed in such an

that fell victim to the snow and awkward situation. We
heavy rain. it all gets very appreciate that a financial
frustrating, especially when commitment was made in
such an experience not only many cases and it's no fun
leaves the players keyed up for having to travel a long
a game that never happens, but distance whilst wondering
then stops us giving them all the time, "Is it on or
appropriate training during the off?” Let's all hope for a
rest of the week. mild winter and no more

On the morning of the postponements.,
scheduled match snow started The snow lying on the
falling at our Hotel at around University fields we use for
eight In the morning. The best training prevented us working on
we could manage in the shape of them for the rest of the week so
exercise was a walk after again we weren’t able to put into
breakfast whist waiting anxiously practice the training programme we
for telephone calls about a would have liked leading up to the

contract. We have a lot of fixtures
coming up which could well mean
players picking up a few knocks so
having Paul here will be invaluable
1o us - don’t forget he is an
International and has played

decision because, at that stage, Boiton game. . o
the match at Selhurst Park, half Aithough our own pitch was “Th ¢ re':'e;;sh{p
an hour away, was still on, Snow in good condition, owing to the ere was a 'Ot ootba t_lS
wasn't settling there but there effc_ect of the ur;gersoil heating of tension before gz?;‘:n with
was a lot of heavy rain and, in which was on virtually all week, = c .
the end, that Is what caused the we had to protect it as much the game with o:n;y. S
postponement when the pitch as we could for the game. | am us not having . r:e{ur::;t
became waterlogged after the very much aware that we laved h S5k
covers were removed. suffered a bit through using the  [PIAY ere for a é‘; ) it
Naturally, we had a lengthy pitch to train on when | first little while’ and ha\ii:d::le
and slow trip back up north came, and that contributed to I e 5 0 |
through the bad weather and the surface being affected not  DiAYING against a well in a loan

deal that

only then but higi‘.q“ality top ssrved iba

at the end of

the season. of the table side rurpose for
' - - all parties.
| haven't = a“d I th“lk I't e

had much
aEpaRtIy 1 showed.” three goals
for the

Spireites in
no time at all but suffered a slight
toe injury which curtailed his spell

talk to you

about the comings
and goings of one or
two players

there by a few days, although the
next move was always for him to
return here.

| have commented on Phil
Starbuck’s unusual career move
elsewhere in tonight's programme
and hope it works out well for him in
Holland.

recently; we were
delighted to acquire
Paul Parker's
services for a month
during which he will
be determined to
prove himself

worthy of a full

jammed motorway, as did several
super United supporters who also
made all, or part of, the journey
before hearing the bad news.

| hope they were able to get to
the Lane for the match against
Bolton last Friday and heard the
thank you message to them
which went out on the tannoy. In
any event it is only right that |



Doug Hodgson and
Mitch Ward are both
making steady progress
but, because of the nature
of their injuries, are unable
to do much work with us
other than exercise to
maintain their upper body
strength. As a result | took
the unusual step for me of
packing them off for a few
days to get a bit of a
change of scenery and to
avoid the frustration of
hanging round the Lane
with fit players - they
should then come back
raring to go.

Tonight we have an
opportunity of putting right
some of the things that
were plainly not functioning
properly against Bolton
when we were clearly out
of sorts in many areas.
There was a lot of tension
before the game with us
not having played here for
a little while, and playing
against a high-guality top
of the table side - and |
think it showed.

We weren’'t at the races
for much of the first-half
and conceded what |
thought was a bad goal
from our point of view. But
we hung in there and got
back into it with a great
Gareth Taylor header
which came just at the
right time before the
interval. Both goalkeepers
had to make great saves
at times, Bolton's
particularly towards the
end as we had our best
spell after Petr Katchouro
had gone on when we
needed to liven up.
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MINI SEASON TICKET PRICES

Mini season tickets are for the last 11 home League matches of the season, beginning with
Oldham Athletic on Saturday 28th December, and make the ideal Christmas present for the
Blades fan in your family - they are on sale from Thursday 28th November.

Matchday Match by match Special mini
y price 11 x admission season ticket price

LAVER STAND
Adult £15.00 £165.00 “£135.00
Concession £8.00 £88.00 £72.00
JOHN STREET STAND
Adult £16.00 £176.00 £3144.00
Concession £8.00 £88.00 £72.00
KOFP STAND
Aduit £10.00 £110.00 £90.00
Concession £7.00 £77.00 £63.00
FAMILY ENCLOSURE
Adult £10.00 £110.00 £90.00
Concession £5.00 £55.00 £43.00

Junior Blade under 10 mini season ticket - only £10.00! .

* Payment for Miniseason Tickets can be made as follows;

1) In person at the Ticket Office by cash, cheque-or Access/Visa/Switch

2) By postal application (payment by cheque or Access/Visa/Switch only) giving full details of your address and a daytime telephone
number if possible. Cheques should be made payable fo SUFC and credit card numbers should include the expiry date.

3) By telephoning the Ticket Office (0114 221 1889)'if paying by Access/Visa/ Switch. There is a booking fee of £1 on credit card
payments for Mini Season Tickets.

#* To gqualify for the concessionary rate you should be under 16 or over 60 on Saturday 28th December, 19986. Proof of age must be
shown/supplied to purchase concessionary price-tickets (ie copy of Birth Certificate /Pension Book).

* Students over the age of 16 who are in fulltime education may apply for concessionary discount. Official confirmation must be
supplied to show that the applicant is a fulltime student for the remainder of the 1996 /97 season.

* Mini Season Tickets are for home League malches only. At the end of the season your seat will be reserved for you until the
discount period for renewal has expired.

* Our opening hours are; MON-FRI 9am4.45pm SATURDAYS

* Our address is; The Ticket Office, SUFC Ltd, Bramall Lane, Sheffield 52 4SU.

Sam - 12 noon

Nationwide and
The Football League
— A winning team -

Nationwide Building Sociery is delighted to be sponsoring
The Football League and is proud to be associared with the
national game. Millions of pc'og;le around the country enjoy
League games, with an increasing number of [amilics

auending marches.

Similarly. Narionwide has a reladonship with many
houscholds in the UK — around onc in four. It looks after the
financial needs of over seven million people and is the UK's
largest building society intending to remain customer owned.

commirred to putring customers first.

Narionwide is an organisation with strong roots in the com-
munity and we arc always looking for new ways o promere
awareness of the benefits we can offer and to strengthen

rclationships with customers even further. With 72 league

clubs and 630 Nationwide branches throughour England and
Wiales, we arc looking forward to working with The League
and 1ts member dubs 1o support community initiatives and
forge even doser links with local people. Wherever you find

a football team you'll find a Nationwide team.

Nationwide’s philosophy is to be “in tune with people™, and
we believe thar the help we can give in investing in football's
future will further demonstrate this and underline our gencral

commitment 1o meeting customers needs.

We would like ro rake

this opportunity to wish your

club a successful season.




Game off for the Blades - but
Roger gets the chance to stake
his International claim

ROGER NILSEN has become firmly

established in our defence and has made the
adjustment to English football with
comparative ease. He can consider himself a
first-team regular, despite the changes on the
playing front that were inevitable when Howard
Kendall took over.

There is no guestion about his pedigree here, but
his International appearances have been few and far
between since he came to Bramall Lane in November
1993.

A full stint against Switzerland two weeks ago has
not convinced him that his return at that level is
going to be a permanent one,

“1 don’t think I'm really in the present manager's
plans,” he revealed this week, “and | expect to be
out of the next squad he names unless there are as
many injuries as there were coming up to the
Switzerland World Cup qualifier.”

Unavailability of players like Liverpool’s Stig
Bjornebye brought about a last minute call-up for

‘Roger just three days before we were scheduled to
~play tonight’s opponents here. With Alan Kelly and
Gareth Ta already away on Intemaﬁonal duty

instructions as to where to head from there
heavy telephone session was successfully
negoﬂatedtotrmkdownthesquadmdauwas
2 aventuanyweu

ROGER ANS

CALL _‘ X

large share of the
promising young striker
market.
Ole Gunnar
Solskjaer made an
immediate
impression this
season at
Manchester United
but was only on the
bench against
Switzerland. Now Spurs,
Liverpool and Blackburn
are competing for the 20
<. year old Rosenberg
syoungster Steffen Iverson
Wwho is rated at £2. 3
million. Jostein's younger *
ffother, Torre Andre Flo is
presently occupying the
de right role for Norway
that older brother, Jostein,
used to fill.
But at least Roger felt
- at home with his fellow
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“LIGHTS, ACTION, SOUND...”

SMVILE PLEASE,

NIGELS

o

.S Assistant Manager NIGEL but he has been kept busy in a had a touch of glamour thrown in
SPACKMAN hasn’t had the best variety of roles that all as he faced the often nerve-

E of opportunities to stake a contribute to his position at the wracking business of being in front

g regular claim to a first-team Club. of the TV cameras on numerous

o place in recent weeks as he has Thursday and Friday, which was occasions - and then on Saturday
battled to shake off a leg injury, matchday, were long and hectic but | morning it was back to basics at

Bramall Lane.

He's become an
experienced campaigner at
dealing with the media over
the years, acquiring the skills
of communication in
countless after-maich
interviews as a player with
very high-profile clubs in
England and Scotland, and
then more recently as a
summariser or panel guest
on football programmes on
radio and television.

He is going to get a whole
lot more of the same as he
makes the transition to full
managership one day, but
he already has a relaxed
and confident style that will
stand him in good stead.
And his experiences last
week should certainly help
him to think on his feet

and be prepared for any
eventuality.

United's Christmas
video - a kind of resume of
the first half of this
season - is well under way
and Nigel was one of a
number of Blades’ stars,
including David
Holdsworth, Don
Hutchison, Gareth Taylor
and Mark Patterson, who

were interviewed for it

straight after training on
Thursday.
Midway through

Nigel's interview, which

took place in the
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Boardroom, the telephone rang,
an interruption that lead to much
amusement but necessitated the
halting of proceedings and a re-
shoot after he had answered it -
and the call wasn’t even for him!

As soon as that was over he was
summoned at short notice to
stand in for someone else as Sky
TV's profiled personality which was
recorded and put out before the
match itself. A guick jog to Sky's
temporary studio for the day at the
Lane pul him straight in the hot
seat to answer a barrage of
questions which, given his late
call-up, he had little time to
prepare for. The situation was
made that bit more bizarre by the
fact that Televideo, who produce
United's videos, popped in to film
Sky filming Nigel - talk about “us,
watching you, watching us!”

Nigel says. “it was quite good
fun, really, although they did ask
me 10 tell a joke and | said the
only clean one | knew was one of
John Bailey's - but no-one couid
understand it anyway!”

Although Howard Kendall did the
pre-match interview for Sky,

Nigel was pressed intoc service
afterwards to comment on the
game and almost immediately was
whisked away by Chief

Executive, Charles Green, to
Pond’'s Forge Sports Centre in the
city for an appearance on the
BBC's Children in Need special.

The pair were able to hand over
a cheque for over £2,000 as a
result of United's £1 pledge for
every child who came to the
game free of charge as part of
an organised school or youth
group. The figure was boosted by a
collection at the ground and an
auction winning £120 pledge from
Blades Tan Peter Gillott of
Castleton who had a VIP evening
with the Chairman in the
Director's Box as a result of his
successful bid on Radio
Sheffield.

There was no merning off for
Nigel on Saturday. He was back
on duty in the Bramall Lane
gymnasium working with the
Reserves in preparation for last
night's re-arranged game against
Leicester City at the Don Valley
Stadium. Al least he had a rest
from the cameras.

WHEN PORT VALE IS
HEAVEN ON EARTH!

There could have been better
days and places to make your
long awaited return to first-team
football but for CHARLIE
HARTFIELD a rainy, murky day at
Port Vale must have seemed like
Wembley on a sunny afternoon.

Fully nineteen months after last
pulling on a senior shirt in a 0-1
defeat at Portsmouth, and then
facing week after week of worry and
doubt, he got the nod from Howard
Kendall to replace the injured Mitch
Ward at Vale Park.

His cruciate knee ligament injury
had resuited in a long, hard slog to
convince himself and everyone else,
particularly Howard Kendall, that he
could fight his way back into
League action. Despite being
replaced by Andy Walker after 69
minutes, Charlie was clearly
relieved to have made it:

“l enjoyed it despite the fact that
Vale were a a good side and made
us work hard. People tell me that
their pitch Is one of the biggest in
the League but that didn’t to be a
problem to me, especially as | was
asked to play a holding role In the
centre of a three man midfield
between Mark Patterson and Don
Hutchison.

“A draw was a good resuit for us,
and a satisfactory return for me, but
| know it is only the beginning and
the real task is to get in the side
and play well enough to stay in it.
At least | have proved that I'm
completely over the injury and

Phil, United’s PFA Representative
at Bramall Lane, started off with a
Eame against the highly rated PSV
Eindhoven and then scored on his
home debut against Vitesse Arnhem
S0 a permanent move could be in
the offing.

Howard Kendall says; “A fee was
agreed between us and RKC before
Phil joined them so If he does well
and agrees a contract a deal will be
done.”

Phil is philosophical about his
prospects in Sheffield, conceding
that, “the boss has brought in a few
new strikers since |'ve been here
and they are all doing well and
scoring goals. | accept that's the
way things happen and he can’t
play all of us. I'm approaching this
new opportunity with a completely
open mind."”

YOUNGSTERS
IN THE NEWS

Congratulations to;

* Paul Burke, a striker with our
U16's who was called up to the 30
strong squad for England U16's
series of matches this season.

* Michael Anderson, a midfielder
from Loughborough, and Adam
Burley, a wide player from City
School, Sheffield - they are to sign
for the Blades as U15’s

* Danny Bostock, another
midfield prospect who has opted to
join United’s Centre of Excellence
despite a lot of interest from
Premiership clubs in the Midlands.

capable of getting into the
squad.”

PHIL TAKES
DUTCH COURAGE

There are no hard feelings
from PHIL STARBUCK about
the way things seem to be
turning out for him at the
Lane, and he's brave enough
to try his luck In a foreign
field to keep his career alive.
Clearly behind Gareth Taylor,
Andy Walker and Petr
Katchouro in the strikers’
pecking order at present, he
Is In Holland for six weeks
playing for RKC Waalwijk in
the top division over there.

P Phil Starbuck
/ = has gone to
— g" Holland
B0

P, 7

Mel weay
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A different kind
of car company...

...that’ll be the Daewoo

New cars:

The Daewoo Motor Show
14 Retail World

Parkgate '
Rotherham S60.1TG

Tel: 01709 780267

Resale:

The Daewoo Car Centre
Woakefield Road
Barnsley

South Yorkshire S71 IN)
Tel: 01226 779929

\\\V/’ DAEWOO




sTORY SO FAR

st entries in the Blades 1996-97 diary..-

The iate

WEDNESDAY 30TH
OCTOBER

Nationwide League Division One
NORWICH CITY 1
SHEFFIELD UNITED 1

Scorers; Norwich - Adams (71). United
- Katchouro (24)

Norwich; Gunn. Newman, Mills, Eadie,
Polston, Sutch, Adams, Johnson
(Crook 79), Milligan, Scott (Fleck 62),
O’Neill. Unused; Akinbiyi.

United; Kelly, Short, Nilsen.
Hutchison, Vonk, Holdsworth, Ward,
Patterson, Taylor (White 79).
Katchouro (Walker 89), Whitehouse.
Unused: Tracey.

Attendance; 14,534

Referee: AR Leake (Darwen)

Two in-form teams provide a great
match that has everything 10 please
the neutral and cammitied alike.
Neither can afford {o lose ground to
the other at the top and United grab
the lead, and almost hold out.
against mounting pressure. Kelly is
only beaten by a great free-kick but
a doubtful one, too, given by a
referee who books five Blades.and
no home player!

Alan Kelly; "Brilliant end to end
stuff, wasn't it? And a lot of it at
my end | must say. t must have
been great to watch because it was
great to play in.”

Howard Kendall: “Overall, 2 fine pight;
a good surface and two good sides
that were up for it. We conceded too
many free-kicks in the first-half which
kept the pressure on us
unnecessarily.”

THURSDAY 31ST
OCTOBER
Starbuck's goal is the only
consolation in the Reserves' awful
display in losing 1-4 to Preston at
the Lane.

SATURDAY 2ND
NOVEMBER ,
Juniors come out on top in a 4-3
thriller with Middlesbrough: Ludiam,
Hawes, Davies and Wood, in the
last minute, get the goals.

SUNDAY 3RD
NOVEMBER

Nationwide League Division One
GRIMSBY TOWN 2

SHEFFIELD UNITED 4

Scorers; Grimsby - Livingstone (33, 50).
United - Hutchison (27), Whitehouse
44, 82), Katchouro (80)

Grimsby; Pearcey. Fickling (Jobling 45),
Gallimore, Smith, Rodger, Woods, Childs
(Wrack 82), Livingstone, Mendonca
(Forrester 82), Shakespeare, Biack.
United; Kelly, Ward, Nilsen, Hutchison,
Vonk, Holdsworth, White (Short 78),
Patterson, Taylor (Walker 63).
Katchouro, Whitehouse. Unused: Tracey.
Attendance; 5.935

Referee; Richard Poulain (Huddersfield)
ns make life

difficult for Uniled and manageriess,

Bright, windy conditio
struggling Town aiso do their bit - but
the Blades' impressive away form holds
up with Whitehouse, involved in all the
goals, emerging as the hero, although
Katchouro's second successive SCoring
header tumns the tide at a tricky
moment, enabling the side 1o move info
sixth place.

Dane Whitehouse; “They put us under
real pressure in the second-half and we
had to battle, but we came good in the
end; sometimes you have to dig in like
hat.”

Howard Kendall; ~Delighted .. but we
cani't be happy with the performance ...
at 22 the likely winners were Grimsby
Town... this compensates for those
earlier times when we thought we were

unfortunate.”

TUESDAY 5TH
NOVEMBER _
The Reserves' first-ever game at Don
Valley ends in a comfortable 2-0 win
against Wolves through strikes by
Anthony and Walker.

WEDNESDAY 6TH
NOVEMBER

The game with Swindon is posiponed
as Roger Nilsen is called ap for
International duty.

THURSDAY 7TH
NOVEMBER

England International defender Paul
Parker signs a one month contract.

Huddersfield Town's £2m
summer investment in three
players delivered an
immediate return with five
wins as they reached
seventh place at the
beginning of October.

The bright start then tailed
off as they lost the services of
their newcomers. Former Blackpool
defender Andy Morrison dropped out after
five league games and the strikers,
Marcus Stewart and Andy Payton, were
sidelined after sharing 14 goals in 13
appearances together.

Stewart, a record £1.2m purchase from
Bristol Rovers, scored nine times and
looked well capable of matching his
achievement in netting 30 goals to top the
Division Two list last season.

The well-travelled Payton, signed from
Bamsley for £325,000, struck up a good
understanding with Stewart, and
Huddersfield were rightly hopeful that they
could improve on last season’s top eight
finish in their first year back at the higher
level.

But the squad became severely
weakened by injuries, not only to the new
recruits but to other key players as well.
Up to a week ago, they had gone nine
matches without a win, dropping down to
17th in the table.

In that time, they suffered a 6-0 defeat
at Swindon - the first of seven matches in
which they failed to score. The only goals
in a six-week period came in one game - a
3-3 draw against Bradford City after they
had trailed 3-0 in the first half.

Manager Brian Horton will be hoping
that the worst is over now that the injuries
are clearing up. Stewart and Payton
resumed their partnership at Oxford ten
days ago and Morrison returned for a 0-0
draw at Manchester City last week.

The Maine Road fixture brought their
sixth away point of the season, adding to
draws against Wolves and and West Brom
in the Midlands and their only travelling
victory so far at Ipswich.

At home, they had beaten Charlton,
Oldham, Reading and Birmingham. and
drawn with Crystal Palace, Southend and
Bradford.

* Honours were even in last season's
meetings with the Biades. Jostein Flo
and Glyn Hodges scored in our 2-1 win
at the McAlpine Stadium, but Andy
Booth - now with the Owls - and Darren
Bullock contributed in Town's 2-0
victory at Bramall Lane.
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As United’s complement of International players
increases DAVE BURKINSHAW recalls England’s

HEROES OF

ITALIA

United's recent signing of former
England defender Paul Parker
(right) revived memories of
England's best ever performance
in the World Cup Finals outside
this country.

In italy in 1990 Parker was a
member of the team which unluckily
lost to West Germany in the semi-
finals of the competition.

Bobby Robson's England reached
the semifinals after first qualifying
from group F which consisted of Eire,
Holland and Egypt and then
disposing of Belgium and Cameroon
in the knock-out stages. Parker
played in all the games except the
opening one against Eire.

In the Semi-final against West
Germany England dominated the first
half but failed to capitalise on their
superiority. Germany took the lead in

the 5Sth minute when Brehme's free-

kick took a wicked deflection off
Parker and looped agonisingly over
goal keeper Peter Shilton. England
fought back and equalised in the
80th minute through Gary Lineker.

The match went-into exira time
and Chris Waddle almost won the
game for England when his shot hit
the inside of the post. it'was at this
point in the game that Paul
Gascoigne shed his famous tears
when he was booked for a foul which
would have meant him missing the
Final.

The match was decided on
penaities after a 1-1 stalemate at
the 120 minutes mark. England
began the shootout well when
Lineker, Beardsley and Platt all
scored but unfortunately Brehme,
Matthaus and Riedle did the same
for the Germans. England’s fourth
penalty, taken by Stuart Pearce, was
saved by German ‘keeper lligner.
They then scored to put Germany 4-3
ahead leaving Chris Waddle needing
to score to keep England’s hopes
alive. His shot flew high over the bar
and England were out of the 1990
World Cup.

1990

The team played one
more match in Italia 90
when they met hosts Italy
in the third place play-off
and lost 2-1.

Below are brief career
details of the England
players since their brave
Semifinal appearance:
Peter Shilton: That Italy game
was his 125th and last
International appearance. Has
had a spell as manager at
Plymouth but is still pursying
the possibility of making 1000
League appearances - at present
has over 990 to his credit.
Stuart Pearce: Remains loyal to
Nottingham Forest and is still 3 vital
member of Glen Hoddle's England
squad.

Des Walker: Moved to Italian club
Sampdoria in 1992 before returning
to England with Sheffield
Wednesday in 1993.

Paul Parker: Moved to Manchester
United from Q.P.R. in 1891. Had a

. brief spell at Derby after his release

from Old Trafiord before joining the
Blades.

Mark Wright: Moved to Liverpool
from Derby County in 1991. A recall
to England colours in 1996 was
thwarted by injury.

Chris Waddle: He was playing for
Marseille at the time of Italia 90. He
moved to Sheffield Wednesday in
1992 where he remained until this
seascn. Played for Falkirk for a spell
but has now signed a contract at
Bradford City until the end of this
season.

Terry Butcher: After 2 successful
spell as a player with Glasgow
Rangers has had unsuccessful speils
as manager at Coventry and
Sunderiand.

David Platt: Left Astoh Villa in 1991
for a lucrative career in Italy. He
played for Bari, Juventus and
Sampdoria before returming to
England with Arsenal in 1985.

Paul Gascoigne: After a career

threatening injury in 1991 ‘Gazza’
moved to ltalian club Lazio and then
joined Glasgow Rangers in 1995.
Love him or hate him, his presence
in the game cannot be ignored.
Peter Beardsley: Moved from
Liverpool to Everton in 1891 befaore
returning to hometown club
Newcastle United in 1993 where he
has played some of the best football
of his career.

Gary Lineker: played for Tottenham
until 1992 before an unsuccessful
move 1o Japanese club Grampus 8.
Scored 48 goals for England, one
short of Bobby Chariton’s record 49
goals. Now seen regulariy on
felevision.

Trevor Steven: Came on as
substitute for Butcher in the Semi-
final. Had a brief spell at Marseille

before returning to Glasgow Rangers.

His recent career has been blighted
by injuries.

Bryan Robson, John Bames, Steve
Bull, Steve McMahon, Tony Dorigo
and Neil Webb aiso played for
England in Italia 90 games.
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What if f
the wedding of a close
relative coincided with the
divisional play-off final?

Nationwide = Banking :

You've followed your team the length and breadth of the country and
witnessed their incredible climb to third placc and the chance to go up a
division. Then out of the blue your sister announces that her wedding is
at three o'dock that Saturday. Youd have to spend hondreds on the
mother of all floral displays to compensate for your absence from the
ceremony. In such unfortunate circumsrances it's good to know rhar your
banking facility will allow an auromaric £250 overdraft with no setup or
*  monthly fees other than the interest. To find out more abour Narionwide's

FlexAccount just give us a call. All the best for the season!

Call free on: 0800 30 20 10 quoting refz FB042

or visit our football sitc on
heep://www.nationwide.co.uk

/. In tune with people

éb Nationwide

THE BUILDING SOCIETY.

d cheque guarantee cards are only
ility are subject 1o apprai 1 applicant’s financial standing

le from: Natonwide Building Socicry, Nationwide Hous
¢ Code of Banking Practice. Please note thar for varic

Orwverdrafts, Payment Cards 2
\




:ROBINS

FORM GUIDE

Swindon Town are back to where they started
after a dizzy period in which they nurtured
the new England management team and
played in a different division for five

seasons in succession.

The trail took them to Wembley and on to
the highest point in their history, but then
turned a full circle with two backward steps
before they came forward again with a
promotion-winning side. . .

* 92-93: Promotion from Division One with
player-manager Glenn Hoddle scoring in the
play-off final against Leicester shortly before
his move to Chelsea.

* 93-94: Assistant manager John Gorman takes
the helm but Swindon drop out of the
Premiership after one season.

* 94-95: New manager Steve
McMahon is unable to correct
another slide to relegation, i S
though the side goes B %
close to another # :
Wembley trip with an
appearance in the
League Cup semi-
final.

* 95-96: Messrs
Hoddle and Gorman
assume control of
the England team as
Mr McMahon
celebrates the
Second Division
Championship at the k- G
end of his first full E '
season. g ‘

* 96-97: Back to Division .
One for a further attempt
to recover lost ground -
and a money-spinning
bonus with a Coca-Cola
Cup-tie in front of a near-
50,000 crowd at Oid
Trafford.

Swindon’s driving
force... Player
manager Steve
McMahon
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The Robins
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The Wiltshire club’s regeneration
was signposted last year with 23
points from the first nine games
and then sezled with a 12-match
unbeaten run at the end. The title
was won with three games to
spare in & season of only four
league defeats.

This total was exceeded after
only ten fixtures this season, but
cup victories over Wolves and QPR
revealed a potential which
emerged in spectacular style
during October.

In the space of a week, the
Robins climbed ten places,
stunning Huddersfield Town with
six goals in 19 minutes and
inflicting a first home defeat on
high-riding Crystal Palace.

Striker Peter Thorne scored a
hat-trick against Huddersfield and
made his tally five in three games
with an equaliser against
Manchester United before Swindon
slipped off the cup trail with a 2-1
defeat by the champions.

Subsequent form refiected the
volatile nature of the division.
Swindon lost two in a row, then
won two in succession, and
retained seventh place despite last
week's defeat at Ipswich.

Frank Talia

TRANSFERS

In less than two years,

Steve McMahon built

virtually a brand-new

team for little more
than the record fee of
£1.3m recelved from

Middlesbrough for

striker Jan Aage

Fjortoft in March 1995.
The bulk of the

spending was done

before Swindon won
promotion last season,
but they have since
brought in six players
for a total investment
of only £115,000.

For that modest sum,

they recruited . . .

* Two Premiership
players - former
Engiand and
Liverpool winger

Kevin Horiock

Mark Walters from
Southampton and full back
Gary Elkins from Wimbledon.

* An experienced European
campaigner and ex-French
Under-21 international in
defender Frederic Darras, who
spent 11 years with Auxerre

before playing
for Bastia.

* Midfield man

Scott Leitch.

who clocked

up over 150

senior

appearances in

Scotland with

Dunfermline

and Hearts.

* Spurs’

reserve team

captain, Kevin

Watson, a

goal-scorer

on his first-
team debut
for the
Londoners in
a Coca-Cola
Cup-tie four
years ago.
* Peter
Holcroft, a
20 year old
midfield
player from
Everton.
The only
fees were

|
|
|

paid for Leitch and Elkins,

the latter signed in September
after 110 top-flight outings with
Wimbledon.

THE SQUAD
Long-serving goalkeeper
Fraser Digby, now in his
testimonial season after ten
years’ service, has become
the last survivor from the
promotion-winning Wembley
side in 1993.

The other remaining links
were broken this year with the
£100,000 sale of Shaun Taylor
to Bristal City and free transfers
for Martin Ling (Leyton) and
Paul Bodin (Reading).

Two other players were on the
staff in 1993 but did not feature
in the Wembley triumph.
Republic of Ireland Under-21 full
back Wayne O'Sullivan was in
his first year as & professional,
and midfielder Kevin Horlock,
now a Northern Ireland
international, was in his first
season after moving from West
Ham.

Sheffield-born Digby made 25
league appearances last season

| - his third promotion campaign

with the club - but this term he
had to wait until last Saturday
to take over from former
Blackburn "keeper Australian
Frank Talia.




Steve McMahon's first-team playing career has
spanned 16 years - and it may not have

finished despite a back injury which restricted
him to one substitute appearance from last
Christmas.

The 35-year-old Merseysider made his league
bow for Everton in August 1980, but it was to be
on the other side of the city where he would make
his reputation as one of the finest midfield players

Capped six times at Under-21 while with his first
two clubs, he graduated to the full squad with
Liverpool, and his 17 England appearances included
duty at the 1990 World Cup tournament in Italy.

On Christmas Eve 1991, he made his most
expensive move, joining Manchester City for
£900,000, and he stayed at Maine Road until
becoming player-manager at Swindon in November
1994.

Mr McMahon appointed a new No 2 this season
when Mike Walsh joined him as first-team coach in
October. He was a Republic of Ireland international

of his generation.

The switch to Liverpool was by way of a
£300,000 move to Aston Villa in 1983 and then a
£375,000 transfer to Anfield in 1985. He proved to

be an inspired signing by Kenny Dalglish, finishing
' his first season with League and FA Cup medals.

during a lengthy career with Bolton, Everton,
Manchester City and Blackburn.

In later years, Mr Walsh was manager at Bury,
and at the beginning of this season, he was in
charge at the Unibond Premier League club,
Barrow.

suIqoy ayj

Three centre backs have had
top-level experience - a
considerable amount in the case
B of lan Culverhouse, a £250,000
buy from Norwich, but less so
for his partners.

Mark Seagraves, a £100,000
capture from Bolton in 1995,
started as a reserve player with
Liverpool and then went to

in 1995. He was top scorer with
20 league and cup goals in his
first season at the County
Ground.

Peter Thorne played as
substitute in the 1984 Charity
Shield match at Wembley - his
only senior outing for Blackburn
Rovers - and moved to Swindon
for £200,000 in the following

Chesterfield in April.

The promoted squad also
included Jason Drysdale,
uniucky with injuries since his
£340,000 move from Newcastle
in 1995; Ty Gooden, a 1993
arrival after being released by
Wycombe; Alex Smith, who
came from Everton in January
this year; and Scotsman Lee

Manchester City, while Mark January. Collins, previously with
Robinson played mainly for An injury to Thorne last Albion Rovers.
Barnsley and had a short spell season

with Newcastle before joining created an

Swindon for £600,000 in opening for Mark Walters

July 1994, Steve Finney
The wing back positions were and the free
filled for a time by newcomers transfer man

Darras and Elkins, and in from

midfield, Horlock was joined by Manchester
two of the other summer City was top
signings, Walters and Leitch. marksman

At 32, Walters can look back
on numerous medals with

with 16 goals
until breaking

Rangers and Liverpool in a an ankle at
career of more than 400 league Burnley in
games, but his range of March.
experience is more than Finney’'s
matched by another midfielder - misfortune
the former Spurs and West Ham prompted a
player, Paul Allen, who arrived loan deal for
from Southampton last October. Aston Villa's
Swindon have a choice of four Steve Cowe
strikers, the most travelled and this led

| being 28-year-old Wayne Allison io a

with a career record of more £100,000
than 90 league goals. The | transfer
Huddersfield-born piayer started | before he

with Halifax Town and then ran scored one of
up a transfer bill of over £1m - - the
£250,000 to Watford in 1989,  championship-
£300,000 to Bristol City a year  clinching
later, and £475,000 to Swindon goals at
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In a league
of their own

FH Brown is the north’s largest independent office equipment
distributor scrving Yorkshire from the new purpose built offices and
showroom recently opened in Barnsley. Over the years, the company
has established an cnviable reputation for its outstanding levels of
customer service together with competitive prices in all areas.

compulters @

From simple word processing packages right up 1o full pre- Apple
press systems. FH Brown has both the technical expertisc and

the product range 1o provide a complete solution.

telepbone systems
Statc-of-the-art SDX and market lcading Panasonic wlephone ¢y

systems cover all requrements up to multi-site installations I N D & ,x

and Compiner Telephony Integration.

»
copiers

The Canon mame is synonymous with quality photocopying
and modcls inciude colour and black & while kascr copiers,

deskiop and portables.

Jaxes
Choose  from a wide range at  prices 1o suit
all pockets, including plain paper lser models which can

stand alone or link to your computer.

Jurniture

Our free computerised office planning service can make the

most of any space and our supcrb ranges of farniture will suit

any budgct.

stationery

A massive range of producis mcans that most orders
arc despatched 1o vou, via our own fleet of vans. on a

next day basis.

SERVING YORKSHIRE
Elmhirst Lane, Dodworth, Barnsley,

South Yorkshire S75 41S
Tel: 01226 777111 Fax: 01226 777100




RECORDS
United v Swindon

Home 8 6 1 1 6 7
Away 8 2 1 5 10 16
Total 16 8 2 6 26 23
First League game at

Sheffield 9 Feb 1970

United 1 Swindon 2

Swindon 11 Oct 1969

Swindon 2 United 1

United's biggest win
30 H 198081
Swindon’s biggest win
52 H 198081
Doubles by United
1-in 198890

Doubles by Swindon
1-in 1869-70

United’s last goal v Swindon
Glyn Hodges 15 April 1995
Swindon’'s last goal v United
Martin Ling 15 April 1995

United hat-tricks

none

Swindon hat-tricks

Andy Rowland 1880-81 H

United clean sheets
H-3,A-2

Swindon clean sheets
H-3,A-0

Highest attendance at
Sheffield 22,711
Swindon 21,944

1969-70
1969-70

QUICK FACTS

* We have not yet failed to score in a League game
against Swindon at the Lane and our only League
defeat was in 1969-70 when Swindon won 2-1 on
their first visit. We did, however, lose to Swindon in ’
the F.A. Cup in 1907-08 - despite Swindon being.a non %

League club at the time.

* Our first ever Sunday game at the lm was agaltat
Swindon, in the old Divlﬂon Two on 20 Dooembar S
1987. Richard cadette scored the onfy goai lu our 1-0_} :

victory.

_.-k Peter Doman. whose Enghsh '”a_teer'consisted of four 25
appearances. p!ayed for both ourselves and Swi don e

SWINDO
Foddn Nm ROLL €ALl 1996.97

| League Division One & Coca-Lola
Plager orthplace  Birthante Previous P
PaulAlles  — “Aveley  zppp %Em?m}t? =2
l‘tvezygeiﬁﬂrsen Huddgrsf‘e&d 16.10.68  Bristgl City 17;3(42) :
S_tm%:vse Bellshill 3274  Abion Rovers 1( e &
e Gloucester 29974  Aston Villa i3(4) 3
ch o se  Bishop’s Stortforgd 22.9.64 Norwich City Tl =
i :;’as ga_iai_s 19866  Bastia 17(2) -
o D'fysda; Bh.eﬁie!d 23467 Manchester Uniteg 1 -
Sl g n_st'ol 17.11.70 Neweastie Uniteg 6 =
il :fgumgford 4566  Wimbledon 19 .
i Hexham 31.10.73  Manchester City 45) 1
xev;ﬁ Hbrfo{;k Canvey Island 231 0.72  Wycombe Wandearers AHE =
Sl :/’llumstead 1.11.72 West Ham United 21 4
e otherweil 6.10.69 Hearts 20
= ahon  Liverpogl 20861 Manchester Ci 1
4 :kn;ngutlwan Cyprus 25274 School 2 8(:1) 1
S ;E::s ::::::ale 21.1188 Newcastle United 18 1
i, : 22.1066  Bolton Wanderers 15(2) -
. Mwerponl 15276 Everton 1 -
iy Mefbr:}ume 20.?_.72 Blackburn Rovers 20 .
Skl ! anchester 21873 Blackburn Rovers 10(6) 7
e irmingham 2.6.64 Southampton 16(1) 4
Hackney 31.74 Tottenham Hotspur 6(5) 1

ALSO PLAYED: Shaun Taylor {to Bri

stol Ciy) 3(1)

(Up to and including Saturday 2ng November)

Opponents

Tranmere Rovers
Scorers: Wallers pen Hnﬂﬂd‘

QPR
Scorer: Cowe

Wotverhampton W.
Scorer: Horlogk
Bradford City

Scorer; Wall

apps.

Result Attendance

21 8.430
13.862
1-28,572

1-2 9,249

PR - s usn

QOxford United

Scorer; Hotl

Huddersfield Town
Scorers: Walters Thorne

- g9 7.2

3 Allison Horlock
2-1 15,088

Crystal Palace

Scorers: Allison Thome

Reading

g2 11018
23 8.909

W. B. Albion

Scorers: Allsn Thoma
Manchester City

2-0 14,374

Scorer: Allison 2

Progress. . -

September 14 10th.

November

2: Tth.

16 points from 30

Nationwide
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Grimsby Town 2 - Sheffield United 4
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CHRIS SHORT

Name:

Chris Short

Barn:

This has not been a very
happy season so far for Chris
Short, our defender who
joined us soon after the
arrival of Howard Kendall.
He's been troubled by
injuries, as he explains

“l had an enjoyabie time on
our pre-season tour of Malaysia
but then, right at the very end,
| pulled my hamstring when
training. | was injured when we
went on tour to Northern
Ireland and so didn't play, and
then wasn't selected for the
opening match of the season.

“Then | had a run of games in
the first team, but was still
troubled by my injury. A poor
game ggainst Stockport meant
that | lost my place. but even
when | regsined it again | still
found the hamstring was
causing me a little trouble. It's
as though I've never really got
going this season. | would love
to get it completely cleared up
and get back to playing how |
know | can. After all, the squad
we have is now so strong |
can’'t afford to lose my place
as there are so many other
good players who might claim
my spot.”

The move to United was a
good one for Chris, and one
that he has thoroughly
enjoyed. “| wasn't involved at
all at Notts County last
season. Some of us, including
Nigel Jemson and Chris
Marsden, were being
completely cverlocked so when

9th May 1970 in Munster (Germany)
Height:

5ft 10in

Weight:

12st 3Ib

Team Position:

Defence

Career Note:

During his time at Notts County, Chris
was sidelined for a year through a
stamina sapping illness

| heard that Howard Kendall
wanted me to come to Bramall
Lane and jumped at the
chance”™ he said.

Things had once looked so
promising at County and he
explained that, | was in their
promotion team when they
went up to the old First
Division. | played in about half
their matches in the First,
including a 3-1 early season
win here at Bramall Lane, and
in the later match when
United gained revenge at
Meadow Lane.

P R OF

L E

Playing became out of the
qguestion and | had to face the
fact that | thought that |
would never be able to

play again.”

What made it worse, he says,
was nobody seemed to be able
to find the cause. “Eventually
it was diagnosed as a fungal
infection, | was put on drugs
and a strict diet, and within a
month | was back playing. |
feel so grateful to be playing
again. having been told that |
probably never would, and |

look at things

We were I rather
relegated, | feel 50. gl'atEfl.ll to philosophically.
however, and be playing again, All | really
thatwes my  having been told that | want to do
only now is to get
opportunity in probably never would, the team
the highest and | look at things and stay
Division. . . there.”

it Wi rather philosophically. . __ .
mostly All I really want to do rather more to
downhill after it than that,

that although,
when Howard
Kendall arrived
for a short spell as manager,
we did get to Wembley in the
Anglo-ltalian Final and | played
in that.”

Chris’s attitude to fooiball
is, to some extent, coloured
by an illness that.kept him
from playing for eighteen
months. °| got a stomach
infection that eventually
entered my blood stream and |
felt so tired that | could often
only train for five minutes.

now is to get in the
team and stay there”

though, as he
would like to
emulate his
older brother, Craig, who now
plays for Everton. “We remazain
very close friends and our
families visit each other
regularly. We seem to always
be phoning each other, and
watch each other play
whenever possible,” he said,
“Now all | want is for us to play
against each other in the
Premiership.”™ Let's hope this
wish can be granted next
sSeason.
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All the support
you'll
ever need

£ gerHE

Recuperation
Grant e

With more than 250,000

GENEROUS

Maternity e fits
. ash Bene
e contributors throughout the Health Care C
€165
Briush Isles and over 3,000 M
Consultant U
Soant organisations offering Westfield
. Féﬁliﬁcs, Westfield is onc of the
Surgical Appliance E
Grant largest contributory schemes
around.
Home Help
Grant There's 18 generous cash grants
for you and your family and
Chiropody
S contribution rates starting from as
little as 65p per-week, as you can
Health Screening
Grane sce we re all the supportyou'll ever
need. ®
Physiotherapy, e ok
Acupuncture, L)
Osteopathy & sl
Chiropractic 4
Grant estile
HAND IN HAND WITH THE N.H.S.

Westfield House, 87 Division Street, Sheffield, South Yorkshire, S1 1HT
Tel: (0114) 272 9521 Fax: (0114) 272 4950




9 p Foothall in
the Community
TRl
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BLADES ON THE TERRACE! s e e e

A display of Blades shirts decorate this Hotel verandah in Alcu:lla,
Majorca, last summer as Blades

Revival member Mick Aldred from EAI{LCOURSES AT
Brinsworth, wife Kath, daughters LANE
Louise and Nicola joined forces with We are patting on two ONE DAY
the Merrill family from Thurcroft to SomcRas ¥ the Lane an :
announce their particular corner of * Mon 30th Dec for boys & girls,
the world as a United stronghold. aged 7-9 years from
10am-3.30pm

WELL DONE, KIDS! i * Thurs 2nd Jan for boys & girls,

The persistence of 9 year ,-j:ﬂ-e:—-—;_-—_f-(-'—_-_' 2 aged 10-12 years from

old Hannah Raw and her ~ Rapy Birthday , 10am-3.30pm

brother, 7 year old - Recent birthdays include: Rachel Devane WHAT YOU GET

Christopher, brought United  Na san, Pa ndr * Tour of Sheffield United FC

a mention in the “Green - Adam Burnett, Bishop, Thomas Armin, * Match ticket v Southend on

‘Un” last month.  Richard Sim ames Cla January 18th
The pair, who are both - : * UCI Cinema Ticket

Junior Blades, wrote three
: * B a side Competition
letters about us to the local de petitio

press and took them 10 task SATTTNY! Ho SEIy S Bt * Penaity Competitions

for not printing the first two! Y e R * 50 places only, per Course

The result? Success with the [ SSEERS, SEXGashee, Samuel ONerensh PRICE £10 per Course

following which duly appeared: CEeSfXiSayman, Kesth fayior, Ciistopher Forms available at SUFC or ring

“1 think the United players will Z ¢ id, Paul Mountaim, TC on 2769314
play well in every game now  “Richan wiel, Ashiey :

that the new stand is buiit and ¢
there are supporters on that

side of the pitch to cheer = e : ‘ s _
i Gr.” et i L Mitch Ward's fractured foot has

CONSOLATION FOR MITCH

unluckily sidelined
: g - P ' him for a few
TONIGHT'S MASCOT RIS 3 . [

doesn't dull the

JOHN WALKER is 9 years old and memory of his

attends Broom Valley School in A s fine form,
Rotherham.His hobbies are = viltes - §° e particularly that in

. playing footbail (nltul‘aﬂyn " B o - L September which
watching the Blades (even more R earned him the
naturally!) and dtalhz l# dog, - Four 4 P Football in the
“J?dm"’-! John elm Mlﬂ y Community award
Ilnrted_'s- playorsm his 7 for that month.

_ fav?uﬁtechuthodmdnﬂe He is pictured
.ontone-hiseonslnm receiving it from
happens to be John Reed! . = i Matthew Taylor and

Saturday Club
members.

(smunomr CLUB )

The Saturday Club runs each weekend at
Gleadless Primary School, Hollinsend Road,

Season Ticket holders can get a
£3 discount, and Junior Blades a

reduction of £1
for both boys and girls aged 7-13years. o =
ONsSors
Non-match day times are 10am - 1pm. * Free raffle OF: cinema
£4 * Prizes every week passes for all
Match days last from 10am - Spm. Any further enquiries? CINEMAS Biades

£8 (match ticket inciuded) Ring 276 9314 Mascots

OFFICIAL FOOTBALL SUPPLIER
TO THE JUNIOR BLADES
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FOR FANS WHO
NEED THE NEWS

SSHEFFIELD

HAVE YOUR SAY ON

PRAISE OR GRUMBLE

SATURDAY AT 5PM

0114 268 2222
FM 88 6/104 1/94 /
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The fast track to all official Blades club news...

MESSAGE FROM THE
CHAIRMAN

As all United supporters will be
aware, financial assistance from
the Football Trust has been of
the utmost help to Sheffield
United as Bramall Lane has been
redeveloped in recent years,
culminating in the replacement
of the John Street Stand.

However, | suspect that few of
you will know that the potential
input of this invaluable organisation
is under threat.

The future funding of the Football
Trust is a very
important matter for us
and the whole of
football.

The Trust provides
essential support for
safety and improvement
work and for the
redevelopment of
grounds to meet the
requirements of the
Taylor Report. The
transformation we are
seeing at our grounds
would be impossible
without them.

QOur top clubs have
largely completed the
Taylor task and the
trust is now
concentrating on clubs
in the Second and Third
Divisions, whose needs

-

are considerable but whose

resources are extremely limited.

Just as this crucial stage of

implementing Taylor is reached the

national lottery has halved the

Trust's income. The crisis will

deepen now that the midweek

lottery draw is round the comer.
The Football Trust is urging the

Government to:

1) extend the Taylor implementation
to 2003. thus making it's
reduced annual income available
over three years to enable the
smaller clubs to see through the
Taylor task;

WESTFIELD HEALTH SUPPORTS
Ha%@ﬂﬁ SHEFFIELD UNITED

'S DISABLED STAND

2) reduce pool betting duty to help
to consolidate the pools
business and thus the income
of the trust.

The Trust's work is of enormous

value and it's future must be

safeguarded. Please play your
part by writing NOW to your MP

- (name) House of Commons,

London SW1A OAA urging him to

make representations to the

Chancellor

HK AND CO. HELP
THOMAS

Biades fan, Malcolm Gudgeon,
of Greenhill, Sheffield has sent
a nice letter to Howard Kendall
for the part played by Howard,
Nigel Spackman and Charlie
Hartfield in a fund-raiser for his
autistic son, Thomas, last
month.

A Charity match, held at
Abbeydale Grange School playing
fieids, was followed by a get
together at the Cherry Tree Inn,
and raised £311 towards sending
Thomas to London for treatment -
the presence of the United trio
helped swell the sum and we wish
Thomas zil the best.

Howard and Nigel are pictured
(below) with players, officials and
Thomas after the game.
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TICKET OFFICE UPDATE
DIRECT TICKET BOOKING LINE

9am - 4.45pm
Sam - noon

Mon to Friday
Saturday

Saturday matchday
Day prior to a

first team game 9am - 6pm
INSTANT TICKET INFORMATION
0891 332950 (Calls charged at
39p per minute cheap rate and
49p per minute at all other
times)

ADULT  JUN.JSENIOR

CONCESSION
Laver Stand 15.00 8.00
Kop Stand 10.00 7.00
Family Enclos. 10.00 5.00
John St. Stand 16.00 8.00

No more that two adu

Seniors:

Supporters

LICKETE omn ine |
These tickets are not available
at the turnstiles.

TELEPHONE - 0114 221 3131

To gqualify for discount prices you
mu r
SEASON TICKET HOLDER
BLADES REVIVAL MEMBER
RED RIBBON MEMBER
JUNIOR BLADE OR, A
MEMBERSHIP CARD HOLDER

2 produc f
above

the ¢

9am to kick-off

TICKET INFORMATION

QPR V SHEFFIELD UNITED
Nationwide League Division One
Saturday 30th November, kick-off
3pm

This match is NOT all-ticket for
Blades fans. 1,200 seats are
available in the School End Lower
Tier, price £13 Aduits & £6.50
Juniors/OAP’s. Further seats in
the Upper Tier may also be
available if required for Blades
fans, price £11 Adults & £5.50
Juniors/OAP’s. Lower Tier seats
are on sale now

TRAVEL CLUB

Depart SUFC Car Park - 9am
Price £14

Adult Discount Price £13
Concession Discount Price £12.50
Please book by Wednesday 27th
November.

SHEFFIELD UNITED V
HUDDERSFIELD TOWN
Nationwide League Division One
Tuesday 3rd December, kick-off
7.45pm

This match has been re-arranged

from the original date of 27th

August. Match tickets purchased

for the original date are still valid.

Tickets are on sale now.

* Please note that match tickets
which were sent to John Street
Stand and Family Enclosure
Season Ticket holders for the
original date are NOT valid.
These are clearly marked JOHN
STREET STAND EXCHANGE and
WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED at the
turnstiles. Season Ticket holders
in these areas should use their
sedson ticket books as usual.

SHEFFIELD UNITED V
PORTSMOUTH

Nationwide League Division One
Saturday 7th December, kick-off
3pm.

This match is NOT allticket.
Tickets are on sale now.

OXFORD UNITED V
SHEFFIELD UNITED
Nationwide League Division One
Saturday 14th December, kick-off
3pm.

This match is NOT all-ticket for
Blades fans. 2,100 Terrace tickets
are available, priced at £9.00
Adults & £6.00 for Juniors U186 /
0AP’s over 65.

420 seats are also available,
priced at £12.00 Adults & £8.00
Juniors / 0.A.P. All concessionary
priced tickets are ONLY available in
advance. The adult price will be
charged at the turnstiles. Tickets
will be on sale in advance from
Monday 2nd December.

TRAVEL CLUB

Depart SUFC Car Park 10am

Price £12

Adult Discount Price £11
Ccncessionpiscoum Price £10.50
Please book by Wednesday 11th
December

SHEFFIELD UNITED V
BARNSLEY

Nationwide League Division One
Saturday 21st December, kick-off
3pm.

This match is NOT currently all-
ticket. However, supporters are
advised to purchase tickets in
advance. Should demand indicate
that ground capacity may be
reached then this match may
become all-ticket. Tickets will be
on sale from Monday 25th
November.

THANKS, LADS
Blades Commercial Manager,
Andy Daykin, and his wife were
recently involved in a car
accident in difficult conditions
on a dark evening on the
outskirts of Sheffield.

Happily, no-one was seriously
hurt but such occurrences are
always traumatic and Andy would
like to thank lan Pinnington and
Jonathan Ashton, students at
Hallam University, for stopping and
being so helpful to all concerned.

DOUG’S HOME HELP _

DOUG HODGSON earned a
glowing tribute on his trip home
to “Oz” in the summer.

Here is an extract from a letter



from Paul Willigenburg, Treasurer and U15Coach at the «
Langwarrin Soccer Club in Doug’s home town of
Frankston in Victoria;

Action Replay N 22

“The Committee would like to pass on it's thanks to 1) Who are the two United players featured in
Doug for his efforts on our behalf during his stay. As well

the picture taken from the game played

as assisting us at a function to open our new soccer between the two sides on 14th August 19932
grounds., Doug addressed the crowd assembled on the

day and christened the main ground by kicking the first
ball played on it. He also assisted me personally by
coming to an U15 training session to talk to my players.

Our Club is a small but growing one in Melbourne and
needs all the help it can get to continue growing. Dougie
is a local lad and we appreciate his effort in supporting
one of his local clubs™

L2

2) Who is the Swindon player also in the picture?

3) With which club Is the answer to guestion
three now with?

4) in the game played between the two sides in
Division Two on the 20th December 1987,
United won 1-0. Who was the United scorer?

5) Who were the two managers on that day
referred to in question four?

6) Who was the manager of Swindon
immediately before John Gorman?

eeeee 3UBT APISU] BYL

%!f?‘if{{lf!"it' -l\if 11!%"!1!’“‘_‘, 7) In the game between the two sides in 2

'-. " £ 5 Division Three fixture on 6th September
R : - ql"fﬂ' ] “Pﬂf\ | & 1980, United won 3-0. Who were the United
;!fn%‘mfi‘f“‘ﬂ ! pg,jummi'w\ scorers?

8) Who were the goalkeepers in the game
mentioned in question seven?

9) Which Sheffield born goalkeeper made 348
appearances for Swindon but eventually went
‘on loan’ to Manchester United?

10) In the game played at the County Ground

between the two sides on 22nd August 1987
pary Swindon won 2-0. Who were the
goalscorers?

11) in the old Division 2 United played Swindon
on 12th September 1989 and won 2-0. Who
scored the United goals?

12) United's previous home game to that

Be a Blade every day of the week,
12 months a year with the new official
mentioned in Question 11 was against

BLADES CALENDAR :
Bnghton at the Lane. What was the final
for 1997 score in that game?
PAjUN 01 $5 (2T
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£4.,99 from the Blades Souvenir Shop

+ The perfect ¥

The Answers

Christmas gift!
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AEME KIT SPONSORS

GARY SINCLAIR
ENTERTAINMENTS
Tel: 01246-290088
Fax: 01246-290073

{Shoe repairs, key ¢
& dry cleaning)
728 Chesterfield Rd., Sheffield 8.

MITCH WARD
JUNIOR BLADES FC

0114-268 5098 :

MICHAEL VONK

ARMACAO DE PERA
ALGARVE -

0114-242 4620

Kit Sponsors

ROGER NILSEN DON HUTCHISON
- AWARDGRADE (DRB) LTD DAVE KILNER
TOILETRIES JOE ELLIOTT

~ Delivered Services or Cash & Carry
] Tel; 0114-247 3747

 COMMERCIAL VEHICHLE REPAIRS
CALVERT ROAD, SHEFFIELD, $9 5
TEL: 0114 2611051 i

CHARLIE HARTFIELD

~ SUSC EXECUTIVE
! commiTTeE

The Abber Friar 1, 11 & 101 7

SIMON FRACEY
| ICR PRINTING
% JAN, CHRIS, JON & ANDREW

LEE SANDFORD
- RED RIBBON DAILY

'CAROL’S cnrsnm_ ssmnce &

——




Think of United and Swindon and you think “red”, but
DENIS CLAREBROUGH reveals thatgoth teams once had a

Ty rle
— B
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One of the items in my limited
collection of football ephemera
- normally referred to as
“football rubbish” - is the blue
and white Swindon Yown
Supporters Club badge which
you see illustrated.

It was manufactured about 60
years ago by the respected
Birmingham firm of W.O.Lewis, and
the presentation card that came
with it is headed “Official Badge”.

iz

{ Iasked a keen supporter of
i today's visitors if he could
i throw any light on the
Cambridge blue
colour of the badge;
for Swindon, as

I'm sure you are
all aware, have
played in red
shirts for many a
long day, but the
answer was no.

Swindon

A

SUNSOCCERCARD No 632

T. KENWORTHY (Sheffield Utd.)

in their early
years, played in
maroon, or red and
black striped or
quartered shirts, then
had a couple of
seasons in green
shirts with white
sleeves before settling
on the red shirts that
have remained as their
standard strip.

Their change strip
has often been blue
but not Cambridge
blue. Perhaps the
badge was made in
error and intended for
Manchester City
supporters. | would
certainly be glad if one
of you could solve the
mysiery.

Mistakes do occur,
of course; one of the
pre-war comics - “:The
Adventure”, as | seem
to remember - printed
a picture of United’'s
Fred Tunstall in blue
and white stripes and,
in later years Tony
Kenworthy was shown
on a picture card in
blue and white stripes!

Why do Wednesday

>

play in blue and white stripes and
United in red? We don't
really know. If minutes
were ever taken
when the
decisions were
made, and they
probably were
in United’s
case, then they
have been kept
a very close
secret. Perhaps
they remain in some
dusty old file in a
Sheffield solicitor's office
but, more likely, were thrown
away years ago or were destroyed
in the Blitz.

Uniled, in any case, appear to
have started out with white shirts
and blue shorts before adopting
red and white stripes. The choice
of red was probably because it
was the colour used by our local
Football Asscciation and United
were founded in an attempt to
offer Sheffield people a first class
local representative side.

Some League clubs have
turned out in a multitude of
different strips while others have
stayed faithful to their original
choice. In general, it is fair to
say that the bigger the club, the
less likely it is to stray from it's
original shirt colours, but in only
a few cases, are the reason for
the colours known.

The best known story is that of
Arsenal. Founded by the workers
at the Woolwich munitions
factory, twe of the team had
played for Nottingham Forest and
had retained their red Forest
shirts and it seemed common
sense for the other nine - the
goalkeeper played in the same
strip in those days - tc buy or beg
similar red shirts!
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Trust us to help football

The Football Trust is helping the game at all levels - from
providing kit for school teams, pitches and changing rooms for
grass roots football, safety and improvement work throughout the
game right up to providing vital assistance to help League clubs

complete the essential task of redeveloping their grounds in line ‘
with the Taylor Report.

Over the last 20 years the Trust has received and
distributed £250m from Littlewoods, Vemons and Zetters
Pools and Littlewoods Spot the Ball competition for the
benefit of football.

Up and down the country, clubs are building new
grounds and stands, installing seating, and
providing safe and comfortable facilities for
their spectators to enjoy. Every club
depends on the support of the
FOOTBALL TRUST and the success
of the pools companies. Both ;
are crucial for football’s

future. ’; s

W THE FOOTBALL TRUSE: - [
\ SNy Helping the game " \GJ

THE FOOTBALL TRUST, WALKDEN HoUSE, 10 MELTON STREeT, Lonoon NW1 2EB

TE

LEWOODS VERNONS ZETTERS

Making sure football wins
the Pools each week

mateh commemtarics e
Avee FILA

y | “For the facts,
| not the fiction” GRYSTAI..!ME I "I 2"_'%%‘1' e
WORKSOP - RETFORD
DONCASTER - HILLSBOROUQH




TAYLOR

(_ Sheffield United 1 - Bolton Wanderers 1

A superb thumping header from Gareth ==
Taylor a few minutes before halftime ;
ensured a share of the points when table-
topping Bolton visited the Lane last Friday.
The Welsh international’s elghth goal of
the season cancelled out an earlier effort
from Bolton’s former Blade Nathan Blake.
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B A A

CRYSTAL SPRINGS
WATER COOLERS LTD

Tel: (0114) 251 0222

RESERVE

WOOD SETTLES
THRILLER!
United inflicted on ‘Boro
their first defeat of the
season, and their first away
loss for a year, with a late
goal from Paul Wood after
the Blades had let slip a 3-1
lead.

We were on our game
straight away and took the
lead on 25 minutes with one of
our best goals so far. Davies
delivered an inch perfect 60
vard pass and LUDLAM headed
it in on the run from just inside
the box.

‘Boro hit back to equalise
with a toepoke when United
failed 1o clear their lines but
HAWES resiored the lead
before the break with a clever
lob over the goalkeeper,
despite the swirling wind.

Both sides were trying hard
to piay good footbali but
United had the edge and were
rewarded with a third goal.
stabbed in from close-range by
DAVIES. That should have been
enough to put us in the driving
seat but Hawes' headed back-
pass lacked conviction and
was intercepled; Hocking's
desperate chalienge resulted
in a successful penalty
convarsion.

Naturally the visitors were
lifted, quickly equalised and
had a good spell but United,
through real character,
weathered the storm, and
clinched a win when a neat
move involving Morris was
finished off by WOOD's header.
The Blades had set a standard
thal has to be reproduced
regularly against stiff
opposition.

Saturday 2nd November

NI League
UNITED 4
MIDDLESBORO 3
United: Heritage, Mays (Wood
hi), Woodhouse (Dyer 77),
Hawes, James, Hocking,
Strickiand, Ludlam, Morris,
Tracey, Davies. Unused:;
Eastwood
Scorers; Ludiam (25), Hawes
(33), Davies (50), Wood (86}

LAST GASP AGAIN

We took the initiative and
the lead after 15 minutes
when Morris linked up with
TRACEY who side-footed past
the keeper from € yards.

The Blades youngsters
were working well as a team
and had many more chances
at goal, Ludiam forcing the
keeper to make two great
saves and Strickland
underhitting a brilliant
opportunity from 10 yards.

The team, well organised
gnd playing well, went in at
haif-time feeling confident.

The second half was a
completely different story;
disaster struck as we
conceded three goals in eight
minutes through individual
errors. Creditably, our boys
battled back steadily into the
game again and pulled a goal
back after 75 minutes when
Davies passed to LUDLAM
who headed it passed the
unsighted keeper.

United were back on form
and had numerous goal
attemptis including a twenty
yard volley from Tracey which
want wide, and & Davies chip
which forced the keeper to
make a greal save. Mays was
then pushed in the area but
the referee failed to see it

In the iast minute. when
the fightback appeared to
have been in vain, TRACEY
got on the end of a long ball
which had flown over their
centre-half and slid it home to
draw us level.

A draw was poor reward as
we were much more tactically
aware and physically
dominated the home team.
There were some useful
individual psrformances
including those of Lee Morris,
who always troubied
Newcastle with his pace and
intelligent running, and
Ludiam who had an
outstanding game.



AND

Saturday 9th November
N.l. E=ague
NEWCASTLE 3
UNITED 3
United; Heritage, Doane, Woodhouse,
s, Ludiam, | S,
Tracey. Davies.

BLADES LIGHT THE
BLUE TOUCHPAPER

United Reserves thoroughly enjoyed
their first game at Don Valley
Stadium, despite the awful
conditions and counter attraction of
it being bonfire night!

Coach Viv Busby likened the
modern setting, floodlights and super
surface 1o | ng in a foreign stadium
and was ppy with the Blades’
excellent performance.

Wolves, fielding a side with possibly
£10 million worth of talen
almost went
but Ant [
wide. The reprieve lasted until the
22nd minute when ANTHONY fired

yards, the cul al

\at caused

another well-worked goal although
Bettney's final miskicked shot fell kindly
for WALKER to finish superbly from 16
yards past former Blade Hans Segers.

Waolves' only real consistent threat
was provided by their tall players at
set-pieces, but Anthony went closest
again and might well have had a hat-
trick for the Blades who all deserve a
mention for this dispiay - although the
tremendous attitude of the senior
professionals sel the tone for the
team effort.

Tuesday 5th November
Pontins League Division One
UNITED 2
WOLVES 0
United; Heritage, Beard, Dyer, Hocking.
Sanc Hartfield, Bet (Merri

nused; Wood

s, Wright, Pearce,

Subs; Sawyers, Jlones, Stimpson
Scorers; Anthony (22), Walker (50)

1996-97 Fixtures

NORTHERN INTERMEDIATE LEAGUE
AUGUST

Sat 10 CHESTERFIELD 90
Sat 17 Bradford City 20
Sat 31 Doncaster Rovers 30
SEPTEMBER

Tue 3 BARNSLEY 1-2
Sat 7 N’castle Utd(Lge Cup) 1-3
Sat 14 SCUNTHORPE UNITED 20
Sat 21 York City 00
Sat 28 SCARBOROUGH 4-1
OCTOBER

Tue 8 BRADFORD CITY 0-2
Sat 12 Hull City 1-1
Sat 19 DARLINGTON 30

Sat 26 Hartlepool United 4-1

Sat 2 MIDDLESBROUGH 4-3
Sat 9 Newcastie United 3-3
Sat 16 SUNDERLAND 24
Sat 23 Huddersfield Town A
Sat 30 LEEDS UNITED H
DECEMBER

Sat 7 SHEFF. WEDNESDAY H
Sat 14 Rotherham United A
Sat 21 Chesterfield A
JANUARY

Sat 4 Bamsley A
Sat 11 DONCASTERROVERS H
Sat 18 Scunthorpe United A
Sat 25 YORK CITY H
FEBRUARY

Sat 1 Scarborough A
Sat 8 HULL CITY H
Sat 15 Darlington A
Sat 22 HARTLEPOOL UNITED HI1
MARCH

Sat 1 Middlesbrough A
Sat 8 NEWCASTLEUNITED H
Sat 15 Sunderiand Al
Sat 22 HUDDERSFIELD TOWN H
Sat 29 Leeds United A
APRIL

Sat 5 Sheffield Wednesday A
Sat 12 ROTHERHAM UNITED H
N.B. All Youth Team games will be
played at the Don Valley Stadium,
Sheffield,

kick-off 11am unless otherwise stated.
1 - kick-off 12 noon
N - kick-off 10.45 am

PONTIN’S LEAGUE DIVISION ONE

AUGUST

21 Wed Notts County 2-3
SEPTEMBER

5 Thu ASTON VILLA 2-1
11 Wed Sunderland 0-3
OCTOBER

2 Wed Coventry City 0-2
8 Tue PORTVALE 2-1
16 Wed Middlesbrough 1-1

31 Thur PRESTON NORTH END 1-4
NOVEMBER

5 Tue WOLVES 20
14 Thur West Bromwich Albion 0-0
25 Mon Leicester City A
DECEMBER

4 Wed HUDDERSFIELD TOWN H
10 Tue SUNDERLAND H
18 Wed Aston Villa A
JANUARY

22 Wed Blackpool A
FEBRUARY

4 Tue MIDDLESBROUGH
17 Mon Wolves

25 Tee WEST BROM.
MARCH

5 Wed Huddersfield Town A

= X

18 Tue LEICESTERCITY ]
25 Tue NOTTS COUNTY H
APRIL

1 Tue Preston North End A
16 Wed Port Vale A
29 Tue COVENTRY CITY H
TBA BLACKPOOL H

Paul Wood'’s header settled a
seven goal thriller against
Middlesbrough
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L R R T R N N R R N N N N

W
W




VITAL STATISTIC

Home/kway
Auy 7 aaamg A m num zz N»u; War_u smm Sgaf:man Ura N»zw m rk Parlersar'
Aeg 20 BRADFORDOITY(CCCT) M I - Kally Short Ward  Spoiman ek! Sodd  w ml _Patterson
Aug 24 BIRMINGHAM CITY H HOOBw 7 Kely Shoid  Misen Sprkman Vol Sadiod Whie Hatehison
Sept 3 Bradiord City {C0C 12) A M 338 - Kelly Shert Sandford  Hutchison ok Nisz  Werd! Pafterson
St 7 Oidham Afiisic A 2 < Ky s Sandford ! Hutchison 1 ook Niksen Ward Patiersan
Sept 10 BRADFORD CITY ] M1 9 Keliy Shart Sandford  Hutchson Vonk Nisen Ward Patiersond
Segt 14 IPSWICH TOWN R 13 um % Kelly r; Senffvd  Htchson  Vou®  Nieo®  Wad!  Paterso®
Set 17 StockpotCoumyCOO2(1) A 12 40M - Kelly Sl S Hutchison®  voek! Nigend  Ward Patterson
Sept 21 Wodes A M AW 13 Kely Ward Hodgsor®  Huchison®  Vork Spackman  White®1  Patierson
1) Sept 24 STOCKPORT COUNTY CCC2(2) H 25 B - Kelly Wad  Hoigsond  hutchson Ve Spatkman  Whito _Patterson
;% Sept 28 MANCHESTER CITY H 4 W 9 Kelly Ward!P Sandford  Hulchssn  Hodgson  Nikes Whitt  Paflerson
R 0:1 1 Southend Urited A2 3E W Kby Werdf® Sondford  FkchisorA® ok Hodgon  whae Patierson
® Oct 12 TRANMERE ROVERS [ 1 0 ey Sk sl Ward  Vork Hosstoh Wnel Patierstn
-t Dct 15 CHARLTON ATHLETIC | M om0 7 Kelly Ward Niiszn Hitchison  Vonk Holdsworfi Witz Pafierson
N Oct 19 Sikelity A 0 BB/ § Kely Ward Sdiord  Hutchisord  Vesk?  Holdsworh  White Pattersen
£ Bt 26 QUEENS PARK RANGERS H M % 7 Kely Ward Sandford  Hutchison®  vonk Hodswoth Whiz  Patterson
© Oct 30 Norwich Ciy A 1 MsM g Kely Shor Nisa Hchso®  vor®  Hosswor® Wa Pattersor
f_’ Nov 3 Grimsby Toun A 42 53 6 ke Ward s Welchisan!  Vonk Hodswoh  WnizA  Patierson
o Nov 13 West Bromwich Albion A PRI 1A TR Ky  Shodt Nifsen Hatchisaa! Vonk huiﬁsmr!:;. VoA Pateman
7] Nov 16 PotVa A 09 8B/ 5 Kelly Shat  Mise Huhson  Vork Holdsworn® fanfed  Paterson
= Nor 22 BOLTON) B 17 4 Kely Shor Sandford  Hotehsond® Vork  Holoswort®  whae Pattersy®
e Nov 25 SWIDONTOWK - -
Nov 30 Queens Park Rangers A S — — =
Dec 3 HUDDERSFIELD i o
Det 7 PORTSMOUTH H o o e . o
Dec 14 Oviord United A o - N
Dec 21 BARNSLEY O H - - -
. Dec 2 BredfordCiy A - Somn - -
: Dec 28 DIDHAMATRUTC - B - - -
- a1 wvs - ] o -
dan 4 FACopRound3 S —_ — —
: fa 11 Ipswich Town A e R . - .
- dan 18 SOUTHEND UNITED H
g =0 Poahaws NATIONWIDE LEAGUE DIVISION ONE
- o e CAUEELY ” - HOME AWAY
: @ 1 Swiadon lown : PWDLFA|WDLEFAPS
: Feh 8 “Nomwci crrv H Bolton W. 20 8 2 023 7|3 5 21819
s Feb 15 BotonWenderers A CrystalPalace 19 5 2 221 8|4 5 122 10
Feb 22  GRIMSEY TOWN H Barnsley 18 5 3 219124 3 114 12
. Mar 1 Porsmouth A Norwich City 18 45 113 7|5 0-=8 1414
. Mar 4  PORT VALE H Sheffield United17 3 4 115 9|5 2 217
. Mz § BamskyiorFA CopRES) A Tranmere R 19 5 23200513 3=8 3
: Mz 15 OFORDONTD @ Wolves 19 2.3 691262 337
. 5 e o Oxford United 20 6 3 118 4|2 26 7
:,l:: mmmm :_ SwindonTown 19 6 1 319 8|2 1 610
Mo 31 Huddersiod Tomn A Bnrm!ngham C. 18 6 2 114 5|1 3 5 8
: : IpswichTown 20 4 4 21715|2 3 510
: e 5 WEHENNCANS ) - Stoke City 17 4 1 212122 5 312
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SHEFFIELD UNITED FIRST TEAM
League Cup Biades
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GARDNER MERCHANT
VENDING SERVICES

SUPPLIERS OF BEVERAGE VENDING SERVICES TO SHEFFIELD UNITED F.C.

For details of how we can help your business, please contact our local office:
Amber Business Centre, Rawmarsh Road, Rotherham S60 1RU. Tel 01709 829169. Fax 01709 820781

THE

UALITY APPROACH
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Students of Sheffield United
history will know that when the
club was formed in 1889 the
playing strength was boosted by
the presence of half a dozen
Scotsmen. Scotland had a
surplus of foothalling talent and
it made sense to import several
experienced players to help the
new club.

Over the years the best English
sides have often included some of
the cream of Scottish talent. The
triumphant Liverpool squad of a few
years ago included the likes of
Dalglish, Gillespie, Hansen, Nicol,
MacDonald and Ray Houghton (who
was Glasgow-born despite
subsequently playing for Ireland).
You would be hard pressed to find

THE LAST WORD...

(__ With Roger Barnard )

many clubs in the Football League
that didn’t have one or two
Scotsmen in their squad. Today,
however, the picture looks very
different. Where have all the
Scottish footballérs gone?

I put the question to our
‘resident expert” — Andy Walker.
He agreed that times have
changed. “When | was little | had a
Leeds strip for the only reason that
they had Lorimer, Bremner, Gray,
Gordon McQueen..."” He could have
added Joe Jordan and goalkeeper
David Harvey, too, in that
formidable squad in the early
seventies.

Andy feels, however, that this
was a particularly strong time for
the Scots and that their time will
come again.

Billy Bremner - one of
a host of Scottish
imports into English
football during the
seventies

“Certainly
just now
Scottish
football is not
as high a
standard as it
once was,”
he says, “but
having said
that,
standards
have maybe
even
improved for
the top clubs
— Celtic and
Rangers.”

One of the
reasons for
the lack of
Scottish
players in
English
football could
be that, with
asking prices
for British
players at
inflated
levels, better
bargains can
be found

abroad. However, it can also be
argued that the depth of talent
simply isn’t there north of the
border at the moment.

At 31, Andy Walker is hardly a
veteran, but the breeding ground
for Scottish footballers would
appear to have changed
drastically just in his lifetime.
Memories of his childhood will
strike a chord with many readers.
“When | was growing up, in the
school holidays, 1 would be up and
have my breakfast, go out and
play football, get shouted in for
my lunch, back out playing
football, shouted in for my dinner,
back out again, and shouted in
when it was bedtime.

“There aren’t as many places to
to play football these days,” he
says. For the goals we'd put a
couple of Jackets down or a couple
of bricks — anywhere there was
space to play we'd get a game up.”

But, as Andy points out, now
kids have got other attractions:
roller blades, ten-pin bowling, small
basketball, short tennis, rugby, and
youth clubs competing with
football, and the scenario is. of
course, just the same in England.

Pity the poor club talent scout,
trying to unearth nuggets, when
the grass roots are now full of
youngsters in designer clothing,
participating in the latest fad.
Happily, football is still by far the
biggest attraction for boys, and will
surely remain so for a long time.

That said, forecasting the future
is fraught with pitfalls. Pity the
unnamed football writer who —
when Stanley Matthews made his
soccer debut at the age of 17 —
penned the words: ‘Stanley
Matthews lacks the big match
temperament. He will never hold
down a regular first team place in
top class soccer'.

Proof, indeed, that you should
never believe what you read In
the press!




SAVED BY THE
WOODWORK

CALL
C&LLECT

There’s no better service
than Call Collect

at Arnold Laver Timber World.

You drive in, under cover,
hand over your order

and it's loaded onto your truck,
there and then.

No hassle. No fuss.

Awnold Laver
TIMBER W&DRLD

Queens Road, Sheffield
Tel: 0114 2738001
Brimington Road, Chesterfield
Tel: 01246 272241
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SHEFFIELD UNITED  SWINDON TOWN
ALAN KELLY 1 FRASER DIGBY
CHRISSHORT 2 MARKR ROBINSON
ROGER NILSEN 3 TY GOODEN

DON HUTCHISON 4 SCOTT LEITCH
'MICHAEL VONK 5 MARK SEAGRAVES
DAVID HOLDSWORTH = 6 KEVIN HORLOCK
DAVID WHITE 7 WAYNE O’SULLIVAN
MARK PATTERSON = 8 FREDERIC DARRAS

GARETH TAYLOR 9 STEVE FINNEY

10 PETR KATCHOURO 10 WAYNE ALLISON
11 DANE WHITEHOUSE 11 MARK WALTERS
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WE CASH CHEQUES

on the spot payment
WAGES - TAX REBATES STUDENT GRANTS
BUILDING SOCIETY HOUSING BENEFIT - GIROS
INSURANCE SETTLEMENTS  COMPENSATION PAYMENTS
CONTRACTORS' PAYMENT

ANY CHEQUE CONSIDERED
;E?
THE MONEY SHOP

27 Kn\%} STREET
- SHEFFIELD
Tel: 0114 249 1664




